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Local Government Reorganisation – Government presses the Pause button!
As you are undoubtedly aware, the Government recently decided to pause the LGR process, pending a review of the legal technicalities.  All we can say for sure at this stage is that next May’s local elections will now be for the existing SODC on the current ward boundaries.  Councillors elected in May 2027 will serve at least two years and possibly more if the Government decides to delay LGR until after the next General Election.  Your guess is as good as ours but there are rumours that we should know more during the week beginning 12th October, so maybe we will have news in time for the PC meeting!
Community Cohesion Project
We have circulated details of a very important initiative taking place within SODC (and actually beyond across the wider county), which is to develop a long-term Community Cohesion Strategy, addressing some of the challenges facing our growing communities.  Extensive house-building, coupled with some of the social challenges being seen across the country (e.g. the “Raise the Flag” campaign), have created for many a sense of division and exclusion, while many families are so focused on dealing with cost-of-living problems that they haven’t had the capacity to embrace all that their local area has to offer.  We believe that, in partnership with many other agencies and community groups, local councils can help to reduce divisions and to foster a sense of belonging and cohesion.   The community cohesion strategy is designed to foster integration by encouraging social participation, cultural understanding, and mutual support.
An online survey has been launched in partnership with an organisation called Belong – The Cohesion and Integration Network.  Residents are invited to take part to share their views and their own experiences within their communities.
New National Scheme of Delegation for Planning
As trailed in last month’s report, the new National Scheme of Delegation (NSD) for planning decisions will come into effect at the end of October 2026.  To prepare for these changes, the Council was required to amend its Constitution and to set out the process for making decisions on planning applications.  The Government is trying to apply a “one size fits all” approach across the country, and we are very concerned that this will damage local decision-making and accountability.  Crucially, local Councillors will lose the ability to “call in” planning applications for determination by the Planning Committee, and any application of fewer than 10 dwellings will automatically be decided by delegated authority by the planning officers.  A very lively Extraordinary Council meeting was held on 24th September to approve the changes to the Constitution; we were rather obliged to do this in order to ensure that the council remains legally compliant.   A number of amendments to the proposal were approved, including that the Leader should write to the Secretary of State expressing our deep concerns at being forced to adopt the new NSD.
Grants availability – a Reminder
South Nature and Climate Action Fund – Grant applications opened 28th September
This is to support local projects that help to tackle climate change or help restore nature in our District. Relevant if you are already involved in a local group or simply looking to start taking climate action.
Performing Arts Grant Fund – opened 20 July 2026
For projects that could enhance community wellbeing, foster mental, emotional and physical well-being through accessible performing arts initiatives that brings people together, or provide opportunities for diverse groups to participate in and access the performing arts, ensuring inclusivity across all demographics, including marginalised or under-represented communities. There is a fund of £60,000 available in 2026/27.
Councillor Grant Fund – opened 17th August 2026
Once again we have £15k to allocate to deserving projects and organisations in this financial year.  Contact Grants@southandvale.gov.uk for any questions about eligibility. Do discuss your proposals with one of us before applying.
Waste and Recycling
Extra garden waste collections - If you are a garden waste permit holder, you will be able to have extra garden waste collected for free, on your normal collection day only between 2 November and 13 November 2026. To check if you are eligible for a collection and for details on how to leave the extra waste out, please follow the guidance found on our garden waste page.
Sue had an interesting visit to our new recycling contractor recently and saw in action how waste film – plastic bags and the like – are sorted and baled. This means we too can now put these plastics into our recycling bins. More information on this should appear on our website soon but any such plastics put into our bins will be recycled. The contractor is currently sending such plastics to a factory in Peterborough if you are interested.
Waste-Free Hallowe'en - Save the insides of your pumpkin to make delicious pumpkin soup or bake the seeds with salt and pepper for a healthy snack. You can find wickedly tasty recipes on our Halloween waste page. If you can’t eat your pumpkin just slice it up and pop it in your food bin or leave it whole beside the bin during the week commencing 2 November. We will collect it on your scheduled collection day. Please make sure to remove any candles, melted wax, or other decorations first!
Ready to quit smoking?
October is Stoptober, the annual campaign encouraging people to quit smoking. If you’re thinking about stopping, this month is a great time to try, with thousands of others trying with you across the country.  Smokefree Oxon is Oxfordshire’s free local stop smoking service, offering confidential support to help you quit in a way that works for you. This includes specialist advice, a 12-week programme beyond October, and free nicotine replacement products.
