[bookmark: _Hlk166094549][image: ]Minutes from the meeting of Ewelme Parish Council on 
Wednesday 14th October 2026

Present Parish Councillors: Barry Tindall (Chair/BT)   Rebecca Lanigan (RL)  
Sally Stockings (SS)   Mike Ibbott (MI)   Paul Stillaway (PS)
County Councillor: Gavin McLaughlin (GM)
                                    District Councillor:  Andrea Powell (AP)
                                Joanna Brock (Clerk)  1 member of the public

132/26 Apologies for absence: Nigel Layton (NL) is away. Sue Cooper (SC), as AP is representing SODC.

133/26 Declarations of interest: BT declared an interest in 146/26 Metal Detecting and left the room during this section.

134/26	Minutes of meeting 09/09/2026: These were agreed and signed.

135/26	Public session: No one wished to speak at this time.

[bookmark: _Hlk197609254]136/26	County and District Councillor reports: GM sent an OCC report, and AP & SC sent an SODC report before the meeting. These were circulated. 
	GM said Hazell & Jefferies (H & J) will repair the pothole on Eyres Lane and apply to close the road. GM will visit Ewelme with OCC representatives on 20/10/26 to discuss issues in the village. The Local Government Reform (LGR) has been postponed, there may be a decision next week. In the interim, OCC has sent a letter to the government. Other councils have also challenged the government. Due to this postponement, elections next May will be for SODC, as normal.
	AP said there is a new Community Cohesion initiative to reduce the social challenges associated with mass housing development. ‘Belong’ is an organisation that helps promote a less divided society. A new National Scheme of Delegation for planning decisions takes effect at the end of this month. SODC has amended its constitution to set out the process for making decisions on planning applications. The district councillor grants are now available. EPC would like to apply for a grant for a bench at the bus stop on Green Lane. AP said that SC recently toured the new recycling centre and noted that more items, for example plastic bags, can be recycled with the household recycling collection service. Further information will be sent to residents.

137/26Planning: P26/S3942/FUL: The Croft, OX10 6HB. Change of use of office building (Class E) to a dual  
             use of an office and place of worship (Class F1(f)) and amendment to approved access. RESOLVED   
             EPC has no objections.

138/26	Accounts and Administration: 
             (a) finance report was received
             (b) invoices were approved for online payments
             (c) the current insurance was reviewed and still meets the PC's requirements
             (d) the External & Internal audit reports were accepted
             (e) Wednesday 21st October was set for the October finance meeting @ 7pm Potters Farm

139/26	Traffic: Benson and Ewelme PCs had a meeting with H&J’s representatives on 23/09/2026. It was agreed going forward that quarterly review meetings will be held. H&J has set up an email address for residents to contact them if there are any issues. H&J said they will repair the large pothole on Eyres Lane at their expense. It was agreed that the PC will communicate this information with residents and publish it in the EN and Facebook.

140/26	Proposed footpath on Cat Lane & Parson’s Lane: The group are clearing the existing roadway to make it safe for pedestrians using it now and are deciding how a permanent footpath can exist in the future. BT will contact the PC’s contractor to ask if he can regularly strim a length of the land in the summer.

141/26	New bench on Common: It was agreed that P. Lemaire’s family would erect a new bench on the Common in place of the existing bench, which is falling into disrepair.

142/26	Health & safety issues: Nothing to report.

143/26	 Village maintenance: The pavilion showers need maintenance. One of the football team members has volunteered to help. The Clerk will wait for a quote for the cost of parts, etc.

144/26	Receive reports from meetings, training & other events: The Clerk is attending a finance training day on 22nd October, which includes the procurement process. 

145/26	Correspondence: Covered in other sections.

146/26 Other business: 
              Neighbourhood Plan: SC mentioned that the PC’s Neighbourhood Plan should be updated and should include a site allocation for potential development. If a site was found and agreed, this would then go to a referendum.
              Metal Detecting: BT left the room for this section. The Clerk received a letter from a resident requesting permission to metal detect on council land. The PC said they would review their policy and rules on metal detecting and may decide to allow the resident to metal detect. This will be formally agreed at the next PC meeting in November. The Clerk will write to the resident.
              Nativity Trail: T. Troth told the PC that she would like to organise a nativity trail in the village at Christmas. She will contact OCC to find out what she needs to hold the event safely and legally.
              Village Hall Committee: New members have been voted in to join the village hall committee. 
              Airband: Mark Burgess from Airband has said that the remedial work has not been carried out yet and there isn’t a date set because the company has just been bought out. 
              School Parking: A resident of Wingfield Close wrote a letter to the headmaster of the primary school regarding parents parking at the entrance to and on the pavements around Wingfield Close.
              People’s Emergency Briefing: BT had a meeting with Benson PC regarding a screening of the People’s Emergency Briefing film on 24/02/27. This is a 50 minute public information film focused on the climate crisis. An article advertising the event will be placed in the EN.


[bookmark: _Hlk166094422]The meeting closed at 2115







Signed:	  ________________________________________________   Date: _____________  




Date of next meeting – 11th November 2026


Appendix


	
	
	Ewelme PC Payments & Receipts October 2026
	

	
	
	
	

	Minute ref
	 
	Payments for authorisation
	Amount

	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	Administration costs
	1,287.78

	42/26 (d)
	DD
	Grundon
	73.20

	42/26 (d)
	DD
	E-On
	126.59

	42/26 (d)
	DD
	Castle Water
	105.93

	42/26 (d)
	S/O
	Canva subscription
	13.00

	 
	
	T.Troth EN editor
	75.00

	 
	 
	Bank charge
	4.25

	 
	 
	J. Faulkner - pavilion clean
	80.00

	 
	 
	OALC - Finance day
	150.00

	 
	 
	NP Design & Print
	556.00

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	2471.75

	
	
	
	

	Date
	 
	Receipts
	Amount

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	22/09/2026
	 
	Cricket club pavilion hire
	565.00

	05/10/2026
	 
	Benson Lions FC deposit
	100.00

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	665.00

	
	
	
	

	Date
	 
	Debit card purchases
	Amount

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	Nil
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	0.00
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