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New Chief Executive and new Leader now in place
Cllr Maggie Filipova-Rivers, member for Goring and former deputy Leader was elected as the new Leader of South Oxfordshire District Council at our last meeting of full Council in December following the stepping down of Cllr David Rouane.
Adrianna Partridge has taken up her position as the new Chief Executive of South and Vale Councils. 

Local Government Reorganisation 
The government is consulting on the “technical details” of the 3 proposals for reorganisation in Oxfordshire and we await the verdict. Meanwhile, we become more restricted in terms of cost and timings for any suggestions for new or better services.

Leisure facilities contract renewed for 3 years.
Greenwich Leisure Limited (GLL), who operate under the brand ‘Better’, has  delivered leisure services on behalf of South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils, since the award of a joint leisure operating contract in 2014 (and separately for both councils for several years before that). This covers leisure facilities - seven in South Oxfordshire and four in Vale of White Horse, (including outdoor pools in both areas). A short-term contract extension, rather than a new long-term deal provides the greatest flexibility for the new unitary council that will be replacing the two districts in the next few years, whichever form it takes. Changes within the new three-year extension contract offer significant financial benefits for both councils, generating cost savings without any compromise on service and will focus on quality, accessibility and sustainability. These follow our recent investments in major energy-saving decarbonisation projects across several sites, such as installation of insulation, new windows, solar panels, air source heat pumps and external wall insulation. These aim to reduce the councils’ overall carbon emissions by more than 25 per cent. 
In South Oxfordshire the contract covers the following facilities:
· Didcot Wave.
· Didcot Leisure Centre.
· Abbey Sports Centre, Berinsfield.
· Thame Leisure Centre.
· Henley Leisure Centre.
· Park Sports Centre, Wheatley.
· Riverside Outdoor Pool and Campsite, Wallingford.
Christmas Tree collection points.and reduce your Christmas waste
On 19th January there will be Christmas Tree collections from Cow Common, Ewelme and probably from the Recreation Ground, Shirburn Road Watlington.
For details of other collection points see https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/south-oxfordshire-district-council/recycling-rubbish-and-waste/christmaswaste/christmas-tree-collections/  The general Christmas waste pages are also worth a look. See https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/south-oxfordshire-district-council/recycling-rubbish-and-waste/christmaswaste/

Joint Local Plan
We hope that inspection of our proposed new plan will resume shortly after the inspectors (there are 2 of them) have had a procedural meeting with our officers.

Car parking charges in the next financial year
There will some minor alterations to car parking charges later this year but the 1 hour free will remain. The hourly rates will increase by about 5% but parking permits for a particular designated car park will decrease slightly as they will be subject to a discount of 50% rather than the current 40% of daily usage. There will also be a consultation on changing car parks to pay on arrival, and ticketless/paperless (rather than Pay and Display). No charge will be made for using the SODC car park in Benson.

