[bookmark: _Hlk166094549][image: ]Minutes of the Ewelme Parish Council Meeting held on 
Wednesday 11th February 2026

Present Parish Councillors: Barry Tindall (BT/Chair)  Nigel Layton (NL)  
Rebecca Lanigan (RL)  Paul Stillaway (PS)  Michael Ibbott (MI)
[bookmark: _Hlk219379727]County Councillor: Gavin McLaughlan (GM)
                                   District Councillors: Andrea Powell (AP)
                                 Joanna Brock (Clerk)  0 member of the public

16/26	Apologies for absence: Sally Stockings (SS) is working. Sue Cooper (SC), AP is representing SODC.

17/26 	Declarations of interest: None.

18/26	Minutes of last meeting 14/01/2026: These were agreed and signed. 

19/26 	Public session: No members of the public attended.

[bookmark: _Hlk197609254]20/26	County and District Councillor reports: GM sent a report before the meeting. The OCC budget has been approved. GM has the Benson trail camera and will put a plan together to coordinate with Ewelme at the Hazell &Jefferies’ (HJ) site. MI noticed there was noise at the site at 0200 hours. GM is going to bring the Quiet Lane representative from OCC to Cat Lane to assess whether it would meet the criteria. The mound at HJ is being levelled. 
SC & AP sent a report before the meeting. The SODC budget has been finalised. It proposes extra funds towards community asset management and climate mitigation. The council tax bands have been approved. The budget includes an allocation of £3m from reserves to cover the cost of the Local Government Reorganisation. There are lots of grant funds opening and continuing into next year. A new pavilion on the Common was discussed, the PC will ask for residents' opinions. The Neighbourhood Planning event in January was attended by AP & BT. The NHP department has produced guidelines for towns and parishes wanting to review the Plan they already have. AP recommended EPC contact the NHP department to review their Plan.

21/26	Accounts and Administration: 
	(a) RESOLVED  finance report accepted. 
	(b) RESOLVED  new income and expenditure authorised. 
	      RESOLVED  all invoices to date authorised.
	(c) RESOLVED  Theresa Goss was appointed as internal auditor for 2025/26. 
	(d) Ewelme news – it was agreed to pay £13 a month for a Canva subscription.

[bookmark: _Hlk219379883]22/26	Bike stands: AP spoke to residents who cycle to Ewelme. There are currently no bike stands in the village. AP & BT walked around the village to find suitable sites. It was decided that both sides of the bus shelter would be an appropriate location. It was agreed to purchase four Sheffield bus stands for £200, plus labour and agreed to spend up to £300 to include fitting.

[bookmark: _Hlk216173261]23/26	Traffic. BT will organise 24 monitoring at the HJ site simultaneously with Benson cameras. It was agreed to purchase a camera for up to £80. 

24/26	Verges. The verges at The Pightles, Eyres Lane, and the Common are being driven over and parked on, which is damaging them. It was agreed to make the verge at the Common a more permanent parking location. BT will send an email to a resident who has been parking here while construction has taken place at their property. MI will contact OCC with regards to the verges at The Pightles and Eyres Lane.

25/26	Village Hall committee. The village hall committee is a registered charity made up of 5 trustees. The Chair rang PS to say many were resigning from the committee and they haven’t found anyone to take over responsibility. NL & PS will arrange a meeting with the VH committee and ask them for an action plan. The Clerk will contact the Charity Commission and obtain the accounts for the Ewelme Village Hall committee.

26/26	Bus shelter noticeboards The Ewelme Trust has asked for their own noticeboard in the bus shelter. It was agreed that they could share some space for their information on existing boards. Y. Solomon and C. Sawbridge, who manage the boards, will be approached. 

27/26	Debrillator. A resident has said there are grants available for defibrillators and suggested Ewelme could have another defibrillator at the pub at the end of the village. It was agreed to approach the pub and ask that they take ownership. The Clerk will approach the Shepherd’s Hut. 

28/26	Footpath on Cat Lane & Parsons Lane. The questionnaire has been completed. The group need to obtain data regarding road usage. Space has been cleared at the side of the road for pedestrians.

29/26	Great British Spring Clean. It was agreed to do a litter pick on 21st or 22nd March. The Clerk will book the equipment and complete a risk assessment.

30/26	Benson Veteran Cycle Club. The group has asked to use the pavilion for an hour on the 5th July for their annual event. This was agreed. 

31/26	Health & safety. There is a large yellow bag dumped up Days Lane at the side of the road. The Clerk will report this to SODC. 

32/26	Village maintenance. The ground is very boggy around two of the new gates on the Common. BT contacted the Chiltern Society and they said they would put down hard ground in April. As a temporary solution, MI suggested that straw be put down. MI will seek out some straw.

[bookmark: _Hlk202879103]33/26	Receive reports from meetings or training courses. The Neighbourhood Planning training event was attended by BT. The Local Government reorganisation event was attended by the Clerk. 

34/26	Any other items of interest. 
A resident has planted new apple trees outside the primary school.
It was agreed to hold a finance meeting in March at 7pm before the public meeting.
EPC will not hold a meeting in April.

[bookmark: _Hlk166094422]The meeting closed at 2100







Signed:	  ________________________________________________   Date: _____________  




Date of next meeting – 11th March 2026



Appendix

	
	
	Ewelme PC Payments & Receipts February 2026
	

	
	
	
	

	Minute ref
	 
	Payments for authorisation
	Amount

	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	Administration costs
	1292.68

	42/25 (e)
	
	Grundon
	44.15

	42/25 (e)
	
	E-On
	15.35

	42/25 (e)
	
	Castle Water
	60.11

	42/25 (e)
	
	NP Design & Print
	534.00

	 
	
	Red Box (pavilion)
	346.99

	 
	
	Village Hall committee - hall hire
	120.00

	 
	
	Tash Troth - EN editor
	13.00

	147/25
	
	Primary Tree Surgeons Ltd
	3114.00

	21/26
	
	WTG Consultants - internal audit
	137.50

	 
	 
	Bank charge
	4.25

	 
	 
	Debit card purchases (below)
	8.40

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	5690.43

	
	
	
	

	Date
	 
	Receipts
	Amount

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	14/01/2026
	 
	D. Wood - EN advertising
	192.00

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	192.00

	
	
	
	

	Date
	 
	Debit card purchases
	Amount

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	19/01/2026
	 
	Ewelme Village store
	8.40

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	8.40
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