[bookmark: _Hlk166094549][image: ]Minutes of the Ewelme Parish Council Meeting held on 
Wednesday 14th January 2026

Present Parish Councillors: Barry Tindall (BT/Chair)  Nigel Layton (NL)  
Rebecca Lanigan (RL)  Paul Stillaway (PS)  Michael Ibbott (MI)
[bookmark: _Hlk219379727]County Councillor: Gavin McLaughlan (GM)
                                   District Councillors: Sue Cooper  (SC)
                                 Joanna Brock (Clerk)  1 member of the public

1/26	Co-option: Michael Ibbott was co-opted to the PC.

2/26	Apologies for absence: Sally Stockings (SS) is away. Andrea Powell (AP) as SC is representing SODC.

3/26 	Declarations of interest: BT declared an interest on 7/26 Salad Days, as he is a neighbour.

4/26	Minutes of last meeting 10/12/2026: These were agreed and signed. 

5/26 	Public session: No one wished to speak at this time.

[bookmark: _Hlk197609254]6/26	County and District Councillor reports: GM discussed pedestrian safety on Cat Lane & Parson’s Lane. He expressed his interest in obtaining Quiet Lane status along school routes. Hazell & Jefferies (HJ) has been ordered by OCC to remove the large mounds at their site. Ewelme and Benson PC would like to coordinate cameras on the same day to monitor traffic volume and timing going to and from HJ’s site. NL mentioned that there have been reports of light pollution from the base by neighbours. GM said this information will be relayed to OCC. GM stated that OCC has written to the Secretary of State raising concerns with the proposed emergency discharge facility at Abingdon. OCC has a new policy regarding the flags recently erected supporting ‘raise the colours’. These flags are being taken down with 397 removed so far at a cost of over £16,000. RL asked GM to raise concerns about the safety of Clack’s Lane during icy conditions, following a three vehicle crash on the same day. GM mentioned a neighbourhood planning event on 28/01/26, which BT and RL will attend.
	SC circulated a report before the meeting. SC mentioned there are two planning training events in February and March. SC said SODC’s contract with Biffa runs out in June and they are set to renew. SODC are ordering two more electric food waste vehicles and are looking to become carbon neutral. South Oxfordshire is still top of the country for recycling. 

7/26	Planning
	P25/S3735/HH: Lower Croft, Chaucer Court, OX10 6HW. Proposed two and single storey side rear extension and two storey rear extension. RESOLVED EPC has no objections.
P25/S3856/FUL: Ewelme Down Farm, OX10 6PQ. Conversion of existing farm buildings to form two dwellings, and related works. RESOLVED  EPC  has no objections to the planning application for two houses, the Council feels the objection letter regarding the access to existing cottages is a matter for the SODC planning department to resolve according to planning law.
	P25/S4014/HH: Salad Days, OX10 6HQ. Single storey rear extension and first floor side extension.BT left the meeting for this discussion. RESOLVED  EPC  objects to this application due to the loss of light to the neighbouring property and the overbearing nature of the application.

8/26	Accounts and Administration: 
	(a) RESOLVED  finance report accepted. 
	(b) RESOLVED  new income and expenditure authorised. 
	      RESOLVED  all invoices to date authorised.

[bookmark: _Hlk219379883]9/26	Treasure: BT discovered a medieval silver seal matrix whilst metal detecting, which was valued at £50. EPC agreed to donate this to the Oxfordshire Museum in Woodstock.

[bookmark: _Hlk216173261]10/26	Ewelme News. Tash Troth has agreed to become the new editor of the EN and is working with the current editor on the next edition. The PC will thank Ann Sayer for all her hard work on the magazine over the past seven years.

[bookmark: _Hlk219378761]11/26	Footpath on Cat Lane & Parsons Lane. PS circulated a report to the PC from the working group. The group have said the road is in a poor condition and will approach OCC to improve this. There is overgrown vegetation along the route, so pedestrians are pushed into the road. The working group will identify the houses which have overgrowing vegetation. The group would like to distribute a questionnaire to around 70 residents. The PC will fund the printing of this, which is approx. £40.

12/26	Health & safety. None.

13/26	Village maintenance. A member of the public noticed there was a leak on the outside tap of the pavilion. The Clerk attended with a volunteer and the tap has been fixed. The Clerk is contacting Benson Sawmills to replace two large posts in the play area. The tree surgeons have started pruning trees.

[bookmark: _Hlk202879103]14/26	Receive reports from meetings or training courses. There is a neighbourhood planning event at the end of the month, BT and RL would like to attend this. The Clerk will book this. 

15/26	Any other items of interest. The Ewelme Trust would like to put a poster in the bus shelter. BT will check and authorise this. 



[bookmark: _Hlk166094422]The meeting closed at 2030







Signed:	  ________________________________________________   Date: _____________  




Date of next meeting – 11th February 2026













Appendix


	
	
	Ewelme PC Payments & Receipts January 2026
	

	
	
	
	

	Minute ref
	 
	Payments for authorisation
	Amount

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	Administration costs
	1,367.27

	42/25 (e)
	
	Grundon
	42.29

	42/25 (e)
	
	E-On
	15.35

	42/25 (e)
	
	Castle Water
	62.70

	 
	
	SLCC subscription
	200.00

	42/25 (f)
	
	Tash Troth - EN editor
	75.00

	 
	 
	Bank charge
	4.25

	 
	 
	Debit card purchases (below)
	0.00

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	1689.77

	
	
	
	

	Date
	 
	Receipts
	Amount

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	Nil
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	0.00

	
	
	
	

	Date
	 
	Debit card purchases
	Amount

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	Nil
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	0.00
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