[bookmark: _Hlk166094549][image: ]Minutes of the Ewelme Parish Council Meeting held on 
Wednesday 10th September 2025

Present Parish Councillors: David Solomon (DS/Chair)  Sally Stockings (SS)   
Nigel Layton (NL)  Rebecca Lanigan (RL)  Paul Stillaway (PS)
District Councillor: Andrea Powell (AP)
                                 Joanna Brock (Clerk)  8 members of the public


136/25	Apologies for absence: Gavin McLaughlan (GM) , Sue Cooper (SC) and Barry Tindall (BT) is away.

137/25	Declarations of interest: None.

138/25	Minutes of last meeting 13/08/2025: These were agreed and signed. 

139/25 Public session: The public spoke in other sections.

[bookmark: _Hlk197609254]140/25	County & District Councillor reports: GM circulated an OCC report and SC & AP sent an SODC report before the meeting. AP attended the meeting and said that the government reorganisation is ongoing and there is a new waste services telephone number. 

141/25	Planning. 
	P25/S2441/HH & P25/S2442/LB: The Old Rectory, Ewelme, OX10 6HP. New below ground pool house and associated single-storey rear extension. RESOLVED  EPC has no objections. 
P25/S2454/HH: The White House, Ewelme, OX10 6HX. Proposed garden building. RESOLVED  EPC has no objections.
P25/S1551/LDP: Mount House, Ewelme, OX10 6HP. New car parking area for dwelling. RESOLVED  EPC no objections. 
P25/S2623/LDE: Tog Studio, Ewelme, OX10 6DA. Use of land north of site for car parking. RESOLVED  EPC no objections.

142/25	Airband P25/S2760/T28. Airband have submitted a 28 day notification for development in the village, proposing to erect 12 poles to supply high-speed fibre broadband. EPC doesn’t object to new technology in the village, but is concerned about the pole locations. Airband will be using some existing underground ducts and poles, but will also be erecting 12 new poles. DS is meeting with OCC and Airband on 17/09/2025 to discuss this. Individuals may be able to fund an underground cable service to their house. Residents can contact Mark Burgess at OCC with comments.

143/25	The Pound. K. Wright (KW) organised a volunteer group to clear the Pound. The issue of moving the Nancy warhorse sign was discussed, as well as whether to have another bench, but no decisions were reached. A working group was set up, chaired by KW. The group will send regular informal reports to the PC. 

144/25	Traffic. Hazell & Jefferies may be operating outside their permitted hours as stated in their CLEUD. GM raised this issue at the OCC full council meeting. DS deployed a camera to monitor lorries passing down Eyres Lane for one day and there was no nighttime activity detected. DS will liaise with the neighbours near the site who have reported night working. DS will continue to monitor the traffic with the camera.
	AP attended a meeting in Crowmarsh regarding the Wallingford Area Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan. The goal is to promote cycling and walking and to identify the barriers people face. It was identified that Ewelme could be a candidate for additional traffic calming along The Street. 
145/25	Accounts and Administration: 
	(a) RESOLVED  finance report accepted. 
	(b) RESOLVED  new income and expenditure authorised. 
	      RESOLVED  all invoices to date authorised.
	(c) The external auditor’s report was reviewed and accepted.
	(d) The internal auditor’s report was reviewed and accepted.
[bookmark: _Hlk208393717] 	(e) The PC’s insurance was reviewed and compared to another provider and it was agreed to stay with the present company ‘Clear Councils’ for £1012.73 per annum on a 3 year contract.  

146/25	Footpath on Cat Lane & Parson’s Lane. There was a meeting on the 8th with representatives from OCC to discuss a new footpath from Martyn’s Way to Ewelme Stores. The PC held a meeting that evening with residents and it was agreed to set up a working group chaired by PS and Deputy Chair T.Troth. The group will send EPC a monthly report and regularly update residents through the EN. See Appendix ii for meeting minutes.

147/25	Health & safety. It was agreed to go ahead with tree maintenance by Primary Tree Surgeons at a cost of approx. £2,500.
It was agreed that both defibrillators need new pads and batteries costing £470. 

148/25	Village maintenance. A resident in the village who has a grounds maintenance company, asked whether they could be involved in the upkeep of green areas in the village. EPC are happy with the current contractor but will use this company for any additional work as required.

[bookmark: _Hlk202879103]149/25	Receive reports from meetings or training courses. None.

150/25	Any other items of interest. The Clerk received a telephone call from a resident reporting that the information board by Kings Pool needed refurbishment. EPC will investigate its condition and, if appropriate, will apply for a district councillor grant.  
BT has been asked to give a talk in the church about the treasure he has found in the village while metal detecting. EPC were not sure this was a good idea and will speak to BT about it.



[bookmark: _Hlk166094422]The meeting closed at 2115





Signed:	  ________________________________________________   Date: _____________  


Date of next meeting – 8th October 2025










Appendix i

	
	
	Ewelme PC Payments & Receipts September 2025
	

	
	
	
	

	Ref
	Minute ref
	Payments for authorisation
	Amount

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	10.09.25.01
	 
	Administration costs
	1,235.79

	DD
	42/25 (e)
	Grundon
	55.26

	DD
	42/25 (e)
	E-On
	15.35

	DD
	42/25 (e)
	Castle Water
	60.11

	10.09.25.02
	 
	HMRC
	484.42

	10.09.25.03
	 
	PATA payroll
	52.35

	10.09.25.04
	147/25 
	Stewart Spink - HCE defibrillator battery & pads
	470.40

	10.09.25.05
	
	Victor Breach – water trough plumber
	132.00

	 
	 
	Bank charge
	4.25

	 
	 
	Debit card purchases (below)
	6.50

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	2516.43

	
	
	
	

	Date
	 
	Receipts
	Amount

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	03/09/2025
	 
	Precept
	20,000.00

	05/09/2025
	 
	Benson United FC deposit
	100.00

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	20,100.00

	
	
	
	

	Date
	Minute ref
	Debit card purchases
	Amount

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	03/09/2025
	 
	Printer paper
	6.50

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	6.50

	
	
	
	

	Date
	 
	Clerk's expenses
	Amount

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	18/08/2025
	 
	Mileage - Minutes (11.2 x 45)
	4.50

	26/08/2025
	 
	Mileage - pavilion
	4.50

	02/09/2025
	 
	Mileage - posters
	4.50

	04/09/2025
	 
	Mileage - agendas
	4.50

	08/09/2025
	 
	Mileage - footpath meeting
	4.50

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	22.50





Appendix ii

Minutes of the Ewelme Parish Meeting discussing pedestrian safety
held on Monday 8th September 2025

Present Parish Councillors: David Solomon (DS/Chair)
Sally Stockings (SS)  Paul Stillaway (PS)  Rebecca Lanigan (RL)
County Councillor: Gavin McLaughlan (GM)
                                    District Councillor: Sue Cooper (SC)  
                                 Joanna Brock (Clerk)  21 members of the public

1. Welcome. DS welcomed those present to the meeting.

2. The background – road safety and nature management. The issue of pedestrian safety has been an issue in the village for many years and various ideas have been considered. Recently, the speed limit was changed to 20mph on Cat Lane and Parson’s Lane, but it has not been enforced. This meeting was to consider pedestrian safety from Martyn’s Way to Ewelme Stores. About 50 pedestrians regularly travel along this stretch, including elderly people and children. 
Tash Troth (TT) said that OCC’s new wilding programme may be causing verges to become overgrown. Residents have shown interest in sympathetically managing the wildlife along this route, and there has been evidence of slow worms. SS suggested the verge by the wall backing onto Chaucer Court be cleared. GM said ownership of the wall needs to be established first in case damage is caused to it. 

3. Report on the afternoon visit of OCC Chief Executive and Deputy CE. This afternoon there was a meeting with OCC’s Chief Executive Martin Reeves and Deputy CE. DS felt the meeting was very successful. The history of this route was discussed. The route and challenges along the route were discussed. One resident stated that 50 years ago, a footpath would not be considered because there isn’t any lighting along this route, GM said this is no longer the case.

4. The written OCC response (circulated). DS sent a report to OCC before the meeting and asked for guidance. DS received a reply from Officer Claire Moreton (CM) with issues and solutions to be considered. One option was to make it a ‘school street.’ DS didn’t consider this realistic because Cat Lane is too busy and has a lot of through traffic. TT also said a ‘school street’ is only the road where the school is located and has no through traffic at all. It is closed to all traffic at school drop off and pick up time, even to parents who children use the school. 

5. Setting up a working party – terms of reference, membership, chairmanship, budget, first meeting. It was agreed to set up a working group. The Chair will be PS & Deputy Chair TT. It was suggested that there should also be a representative from the school. 
The group should write their own aims and terms of reference and submit them to the PC to be agreed upon.
The PC may write to landowners requesting them to trim the hedges that overhang the public highway, ownership can be determined by the working group. 
There may be some funding available from the PC.

6. Early actions for the working group.
I. Define aims – terms of reference.
II. Explore land ownership – DS used the SODC interactive map to determine this. GM said it was important to determine whether there are any utility companies likely to be affected. 
III. Research “Quiet Street” options for traffic management; designations including School Street. 
IV. Investigate options for Consultants' Report. This was suggested by CM in her email. DS said this can be done at a much later stage.
V. Consider nature management issues. The working group should consider this.
VI. Make recommendations to the Parish Council. Monthly reports should be sent to the PC. GM suggested these reports should be sent to him and Officers at OCC. PS suggested a regular report should be shared with residents through the EN. 

7. The way ahead. PS and TT will set a date for their first meeting. 

8. Any other business. The PC collected the attendees’ names, addresses and email addresses. 



The meeting closed at 2020
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