[bookmark: _Hlk166094549][image: ]Minutes of the Ewelme Parish Council Meeting held on 
Wednesday 13th August 2025

Present Parish Councillors: David Solomon (DS/Chair)  Barry Tindall (BT)  
Nigel Layton (NL)  Paul Stillaway (PS)
District Councillor: Sue Cooper (SC)  
                                 Joanna Brock (Clerk)  2 members of the public

119/25	Apologies for absence: Gavin McLaughlan (GM), Andrea Powell (AP) and Sally Stockings (SS) who is away on business.

120/25	Declarations of interest: None.

121/25	Minutes of last meeting 09/07/2025: These were agreed and signed. 

122/25 Public session: The parishioner who had volunteered to tidy up the Pound posted on Facebook, asking for volunteers and many people came forward. The neighbours close to the Pound attended the meeting and said that they would also like to stay involved and continue cutting the hedge. The warhorse sign is going to be cleaned and lightly refurbished. The neighbours asked whether the warhorse sign could be moved to another location, this will be considered.

[bookmark: _Hlk197609254]123/25	County & District Councillor reports: GM circulated an OCC report and SC & AP sent an SODC report before the meeting. SC attended the meeting. There is a new campaign by SODC to encourage the public to take their recycling home instead of discarding it in non-recycling public bins. Airband has started installing telecommunication equipment in the village. Some members of the public are unhappy with the new blue box by the bridge, SC suggested they make it part of a bench. EPC would like an update from Airband, the Clerk will ask AP for a contact. The Chief Executive of OCC is coming to Ewelme on the 8th September to look at a potential new footpath from Cat Lane to the shop. It was also suggested that they could drive past the Hazell & Jefferies’ site.

124/25	Footpath on Parson’s Lane and Cat Lane: A public meeting will be held on September 8th but DS hasn’t received a response from OCC regarding this yet. Drainage on the pathway was discussed and also crossing the road could pose a problem. 

125/25	Planning. P25/S1766/HH: St Mary’s House, OX10 6HP. Three bay garage attached to the main house with habitable accommodation in the roof space and a single storey rear extension/orangery. RESOLVED  EPC has no objections.
P25/S0273/HH: Yew Tree Cottage, OX10 6HQ. Replacement of existing concrete roof tiles, roofing felt and battens with a combination of solar PV slates and normal slates on new battens and felt. RESOLVED  EPC has no objections.

126/25	Neighbourhood Plan. BT read through this. SC suggested there be a development site included in the Plan. The Clerk will contact the Church and find out whether they have land and if they would be interested in developing that site.

127/25	Accounts and Administration: 
	(a) RESOLVED  finance report accepted. 
	(b) RESOLVED  new income and expenditure authorised. 
	      RESOLVED  all invoices to date authorised.
	(c) The new NJC pay scales have been confirmed and accepted from April 2025.
 
128/25	Health & safety. The water meter at the cattle water trough has broken off. SS has arranged for someone to install a new one. The outside tap at the pavilion was leaking and the tap that feeds the cricket square was turned on. The Clerk has had this fixed by a plumber. 

129/25	Common flooding. No updates.

130/25	Traffic. Several residents have contacted EPC complaining that Hazell & Jefferies are operating outside their CLEUD with night working. DS will set up a camera to monitor traffic for 24 hours.

131/25	Green Spaces. DS will write an article for the EN asking if members of the public would like to get involved in green spaces around the village including the brook, to contact EPC first. The Clerk will contact D. Cooper regarding the Fix My Street tree report on the bridleway near Cat Lane.

132/25	Metal detecting. It was suggested that valuations are conducted on any items of treasure found before a decision is made to donate them to museums.  

133/25	Village maintenance. A member of the public has contacted the Clerk regarding the railings that are broken by the bridge, part of the watercress beds. The parishioner also suggested a crash barrier on this bend. DS said it would be safer for pedestrians if there were a footpath across the bridge. DS will write to the Chiltern Society which is responsible for the site.
	The gates on Cow Common are gradually being replaced. Two are in the process but have not been completed yet. 

[bookmark: _Hlk202879103]134/25	Receive reports from meetings or training courses. RL has been booked onto a two day playground safety training course on the 16th September. 

135/25	Any other items of interest. None.



[bookmark: _Hlk166094422]The meeting closed at 2100





Signed:	  ________________________________________________   Date: _____________  


Date of next meeting – 10th September 2025














Appendix
	
	
	Ewelme PC Payments & Receipts August 2025
	

	
	
	
	

	Ref
	Minute ref
	Payments for authorisation
	Amount

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	 
	Administration costs
	1371.80

	DD
	42/25 (e)
	Grundon
	55.26

	DD
	42/25 (e)
	E-On
	54.63

	DD
	42/25 (e)
	Castle Water
	21.27

	12.08.25.02
	 
	Moore - external audit
	312.00

	12.08.25.03
	 
	LB Plumbing - pavilion water leak
	78.00

	12.08.25.04
	91/25
	Parish Online - website
	330.00

	12.08.25.05
	42/25 (f)
	NP Design & Print
	583.00

	12.08.25.06
	 
	OALC - training course
	432.00

	12.08.25.07
	 
	Q-Locks
	35.28

	12.08.25.08
	 
	VHM - hall hire
	160.00

	 
	 
	Bank charge
	4.25

	 
	 
	Debit card purchases (below)
	89.94

	 
	 
	 
	3527.43

	
	
	
	

	Date
	 
	Receipts
	Amount

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	04/08/2025
	 
	Asnew Upholstery - EN advertising
	135.00

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	135.00

	
	
	
	

	Date
	Minute ref
	Debit card purchases
	Amount

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	21/07/2025
	 
	Colliers - padlock for water trough
	18.84

	21/07/2025
	 
	Galleon - pavilion supplies
	71.10

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	89.94
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